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Dear families,

It’s hard to believe that we are nearly at the end of Term 2! When we sit down at the 
start of the year to make plans, the end of Term 2 feels like a long time away but we 
are already here and once again, have achieved so much.
This term was very busy with the continuation of great learning as well as PLC 
training for our teacher leaders and the school review. We have also had some lovely 
celebrations and successful sporting events. The learning,  the events and the 
general wellbeing of our students does not occur without the amazing hard work of 
our staff.
This term we have had visiting teachers, Education Support staff and leaders from 
other schools who have all made the same comments. Our classrooms are calm, 
students are more engaged in their learning and they understand the purpose of the 
task. To receive this consistent feedback from a multitude of people affirms the hard 
work we are undertaking is having an impact and Ballam Park PS is continuing to 
strengthen. 

READING
This has been a hot topic both at school and in the media. We are so proud that we 
have followed an evidenced based approach in our school. We have seen a fantastic 
increase in reading results over the past year across the school which is due to our 
explicitly teaching, calm classrooms and the dedication of students. Students who 
have not made as much growth in reading are being supported through classroom 
focus groups and tutoring. 
One thing all teachers have noticed is that the students who read regularly either to 
their families, or to themselves, make growth in reading. Those who do not, have 
found it harder to develop. Home reading is essential and we ask you to support your 
child in this area. 
We compared our assessment data from Semester 1 2023 to Semester 1 2024. We 
have had an 11% increase in students achieving in the higher bands of PAT 
assessments. 

STAFFING
I’d like to inform the school community that Dahlia Atia, our STEM teacher, is unable 
to continue with her contract this year. We wish Ms Atia all the best and hope to see 
her back one day soon! We are excited to announce that Bronwyn Howell will teach 
STEM in Semester 2.
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KELLY SPORTS
Kelly Sports has started off with a bang with 9 students attending Cheer and 25 
attending Multi-sports. We are lucky that next term we can offer another night of Kelly 
Sports - basketball and soccer for our Year 3-6 students. This will be offered at the 
same great rate of $5 per child, per session. The Active Schools Sports grant has 
provided us with the opportunity to offer this discounted rate and well as purchasing 
sports equipment and bicycles for our school. 

SCHOOL REVIEW
The school review was a great opportunity for our school to reflect on the last four 
years. The review panel members consisted of the leader, Branko Lukic, our Senior 
Education Improvement Leader, challenge partner (leaders from other schools), our 
School Council president, Michaela Keating and the leadership team from BPPS. This 
panel looked at data, conducted observations of classes and ran forums to ascertain 
how the community viewed BPPS. We had many positive conversations around the 
improvements that have been made and what our next goals are. Thank you to the 
parents who attended the forums in May, we really value your contribution 

STUDENT DATA
Recently our Year 4-6 students participated in the Attitudes to School survey which is 
done every year in all schools. We use this data to gauge how our student cohorts are 
feeling about themselves and school. This year we have seen a significant increase in 
some areas including:

- Differentiated learning, increase of 28 students providing a positive response
- High expectations of students 92% positive response
- Sense of inclusion 90% positive response
- 13% increase of positive responses for positive classroom behaviour

We will continue to analyse the data which will then guide the decisions we make 
around academic and social and emotional learning. More data on the following 
page.

UNIFORMS
Last week I sent out a survey to obtain feedback about some of the changes we are 
considering. We really appreciate the families who completed this and we have 
received some interesting comments and questions.
A couple of clarifications regarding the black element. We are not removing the blue 
pants or skorts, we are considering adding the option of black as this is an easier 
colour to purchase from other stores. We will not be adding any logos or piping etc. to 
the black element.
In terms of timing, we anticipate that we will be selling items from school sometime in 
Term 3. We will take the next few weeks to investigate the best uniform supplier for 
our new polo and tops. Once we have engaged with them, we can share some 
samples with you all. 
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STUDENT REPORTS
Over the past few weeks, teaches have been assessing, observing and analysing data to 
provide feedback to families about student progress. It’s important to read the front page of 
the reports which explains how to read them. If you have any concerns, please don’t 
hesitate in contacting your classroom teacher to arrange a meeting in Term 3. 

MARKET MONDAYS
We are excited to introduce a new concept next term. To support our families and to 
encourage families coming into school, we are holding Market Mondays! See flier below!
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Congratulations!   

Our school is one of two chosen by Frankston City’s 
Environmental Policy and Planning Team to be a 
Schools Tree Day Ambassador. This entitles our 
school to 300 indigenous plants donated by Frankston 
City and a visit by Janet Wheeler from ‘Living with 
Wildlife’ to give a presentation to the students at our 
school involved in Schools Tree Day. 

Thank you Mrs Howell for your hard work with the 
application for this wonderful project!
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